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Conference Highlights New Publications 

m e  eighth annual conference of the In- 
ternational Community of Submitters 
took place in Phoenix, Arizona from Au- 
ystZOthtoAugust22nd.Theconference 
was attended by close to 2W people and 
there were more  than 20 nations repre- 
sented. The organizers of the  conference 
are to be congratulated for the wonderful 
job  they did, as well as the participants 
who made  great  efforts  to come from 
places as far away as Switzerland and 
India. 
The format of the conference was  similar 
to previous years. At the beginning of the 
conference, representatives from each 
community  gave brief reports  on their 
communities and provided information 
about projects and activities that they are 
engaged in to  spread  the message of wor- 
shiping God alone, based on the  Quran 

There were talks given throughout the 
days by brothers  and sisters with periodic 
short breaks. In the evening after  the 
talks, there were informal group discus- 
sions coveringarange  oftopics  ofinterest 
and concern to the community. 
Also, in the evening, brothers K. Emami 
and Milan Sulc provided extensive infor- 
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mation about  the miraculous numerical 
composition of the Quran. Sunday morn- 19 Questions 
ing  brother Milan Sulcgave a more com- For Christian Clergy 
prehensive workshop regarding the dis- 
coveries based  on  orime numbers and by Edip Yuksel 

~~~ ~ ~ ,. 
to this topic, edited by Dr. Ali Fazely. He 

............................ Baton Rouge, LA 70808, USA. 
$5.50 (iicl. postage) can be contacted  at P.O. Box 80333, 

teachings Of Jesus Christ. loo pages, 

Another highlight of the conference was 

sisters Parivash and Parisa of the Bay 

An Unconventional skirmish the beautiful Quranic recitation of the on “Unintentional” Lies 
Area.  In addition to reciting Quranic 
verses for us at various points during  the 

(Subject Index of the  Quran in Persian) formed by a woman. 
Fihrist-e Quran-e Kareem prayer for a large gathering has been  per- 

time in the history of Islam that the call to 
********I**** ence. This undoubtedly marks the  frst 

$3.75 (incl. postage) the call to prayer throughout the confcr- 
Hadith  and Sunnah advocate conference, sister Parisa also performed 
Edip Yuksel’s response  to a 

Towards  the  end of the  conference  there 
was Some discussion about  the  site  for 
nextyear’sconference.Thecommunityin 

Alphabetical index allows the student of 
the  Quran to look UP any subject and 

Vancouver, Canada, has offered to orga- related  sura in a matter  of seconds. 
nize it  if accommodations can be ar- Paperback.219pages. 
ranged. We will let you  know the location $25 (incl. postage) and  the  date  of  the next conference as ************** ~ *****t****t** 
soon as they are finalized, God willing. , k 
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Submitters Perspective 

In the  name  of God, Most Gracious, Most Merciful 
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M o s t  human being have been  on one or 
both  ends of a parent-child relationship. 
Each and every one of us has been  af- 
fected by this  relationship,  whether 
strong healthy bonding was established 
with both our true parents or we  lack 
parent-child bonding with anyone. Even 
the elderly still carry much of the learning 
that took place  during their early child- 
hood. The learning that  takes  place  dur- 
ing our early development becomes so 
much a part of our psychological makeup 
that it is difficult to distinguish which 
behaviours are within our nature (instinc- 
tive) and which are behaviors learned as 
a result of our nurturing process. 

begins as soon as we are born.  We begin 
Children  are impressionable. Bonding 

seeking comfort and avoiding uncomfort- 

ing and bonding with those that give care 
ab1esituations.A~ babies, we begin learn- 

Therefore, it is possible to  bond with a 
and provide for us on a regular basis. 

parental figure, instead of a true  parent. 
The process  oflearning begins at this time 
while we are barely aware of the world 
around us. That may be  the reason why 
some of our learning extends so deep into 
our subconscious. 

Actions  speak  louder  than words. Chil- 
dren begin learning from the actions of 
their  parental  figures  before they can 
communicate. Even  after language acqui- 
sition,  we  continue  to  observe  our 
parents’ behavior and  learn  more from 
that behavior than from what we are told. 
Thereisasaying“l)oasIsay,notasIdo.” 
The act of admonishing a child while con- 
tinuing in the  same bad behavior not only 
conveys the message that the  bad behav- 

Parent-Child  Bond 
ior is acceptable, but that hypocrisy is called  into  question  and modified as 

not do anything we would not want our ever, many of the  learned behaviors and 
admissible as well. As  parents, we should peers have an influence in our lives.  How- 

children doing. We have a responsibility ideas go unquestioned  because they are 
entrusted  to us by God, to be good exam- so ingrained in us at this point. 
ples for our children as well as teaching 
them right and wrong (31:12-19). Learning from  outside snurces. With in- 

dependence,  social maturity and greater 
Learning  during the nurturing process reasoning comes another type of learn- 
We  learn most of our survival and social- ing. We take in more knowledge from 
ization skills from whoever we establish other sources as we interact  more with 
this parental  bonding with. General  others  and the environment outside  the 
attitudes,  fears, values, eating  habits, family. This knowledge we can choose to 
communication skills, and how  we relate  accept  or refuse. We can experiment and 
to other  people (idudmg generosity or test concepts to gain information. As we 
stinginess) are some of the behaviors we develop  into adolescents, this learning 
firstlearnfromourparents.Wealsolearn p1aysagreaterroleinourlives.Thisisthe 
attention-getting mechanisms and self- learning we try to use to surpass our par- 
esteem from our interaction within our ents. We use this learning to modify and 
family. This learning takes place as we change the  bad habits  that were learned 
observe the adults closest to us, often from our parents.  Each  generation thinks 
within our family, during our early child- it can be  better  than  the  one  before by 
hood. using this knowledge. A simple example 
Learning from our parents continues into would be replacing nonstandard  speech 

our childhood, but on more  than just  a patterns  learned in childhood, by more 

perceptual level. More complex reason- widely acceptable  speech  patterns  for 

ing patterns emerge, but  we lack the so- better communication. 

As we move into adolescence, some of the  parent to child runs  deep. 
ideas  learned from our parents  start to be 

_I 
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Parent-Child Bond cont’d edge. Children who have been  fortunate children, we can  take  advantage of the 
and to read His scripture to attain knowl- with any parental figure. As  parents or as 

enough to receive the  truth  about  God closeness  between family members in 
from righteous parents have an advan- order to lead  them to the same  bond with 

karning God. Many of our ideas tage, but they too must examine their God(31:22).Formostofus,  ourinfluence 
about  God begin  with our parent-child practices and beliefs (1736). Following is greater  on  those closest to us and they 
bond.Unlike other  conceptslearned dur- parents blindly is never a substitute for are  more likely to listen than others we 
ing that time, thoughts on God  arc not ,- ~ - -  --” ~ - -  _ _  - - ~  belief,  and is a  form of idol worship give the message to, 
directly  relevant 6 our physical well 
being or our relations with other people. We also should be  aware that even if we also followed them in belief, we will have 

Forthose who believed, and their  children 

Religious ideas deal with a relationship change our beliefs, it is so very  easy to their  children join them. We never fail  to 
between us and an unseen, intangible en- revert to our original practices when  we reward them for any work, Evew person is 

(L:I/u, / :a , l /3 ,3/: /u) .  

tity. How can we question and test them are tested, just aswe revert, under stress- 
in adolescence? We can only take in  new ful situations, to what we first learned 

based on  what  we  have been  taught by our why God promises twice the reward to 
information from  others and refuse it during our childhood. This may explain 

uarents or modifv our beliefs based  on converts (2854). 
bthers beliefs. Ye; as adolescents, we are 
still with our parents and generally con- 

we may not fully  believe  as they do. If a 
tinue the same religious practices even if 

parental figure’s  value  system has spiri- 
tual well being as a low priority, a child 
may neglect or reject religion entirely in 
lieu of materialistic goals. 
It is not until young adulthood that we 

we as individuals believe. Some may  give 
reallyget the opportunitytopracticewhat 

up their parents’ religious beliefs to share 
the beliefs ofthe people that they identify 
with as they  move out of the “nest.” Still, 
most adhere strictly to what their parents 
believe, without question, because their 
parents’ beliefs have become part of their 
inherent nature. 

Honor your parents.  “Honor your par- 

the  Quran  after  “Worship  God alone” 
ents” is a commandment often found  in 

become  parent ourselves that we  fully ap- 
(283,  6151,  1723).  It is only after we 

preciate our own parents.  Parents give 
their time,  energy, provisions and inde- 
pendence to take care of a  dependent 
child. They give their years to help in their 
children’s lives even after they  have left 
and  had children of their own, God is in 

family we were  brought into,  and we 
full control  of everything, including the. 

shouldapprcciateHimforputtinguswith 
parents that would take  care of us. How- 
cvcr, if they advocate idol worship, we 
should not follow them, but continue to 
treat them amicably  (6:174.9:114.17231. 

Too many ‘Onnicting ideas’ With so examples for our parents too. They may 
As worshipers of God alone, we’ can be 

many  existing religious ideas, is it any 
wonder so few people try to seek the yet learn  from our example. 

truth? Anyone & n i  to examine other 
systems of belief opens himself or herself 
to be  inundatedwith mounds of confusing 
information. We know from the  scripture 
that  Abraham  examined belief in the 

discovered the  One who created all (676- 
idols, the moon, and  the sun before  he 

79). On the  other hand, we have access to 
much more information on religion to 
consider. 
This  makes  the  mathematical  proof 
within the  Quran based on the number 19 
amercyfromGodforthosefewwhoopen 
their minds to  learn about Him  (7430- 
31). We are promised in the Quran  that 

we must be willing to break with  all the 
Godguides those who seek the truth, but 

falsehood that we  have already learned 
(516,2254,244). 

’9 Choice  must be made.  A  conscious 
‘t choice must be  made  to learn about God 

also realize that they do make mistakes, 
Children  are blessings. Parents should 

and always retain honest communication 
with  their  children. Children’s frank 
questions often point out the fallacies in 
our complex thinking. Children are often 
included in the list of blessings (1846, 
71:12). Nevertheless, we  must be con- 
scious that  childreocanalso  becomcidols 
(7190,63:9). So we must take  care of our 
responsibilities to them as children, with- 
out neglecting our duties and worship of 
God.  We know  we can teach them the 
ways of righteousness and pray for God 
to guide them (2132). We can also set an 

The rest must remain between them and 
example of virtuous behavior for them. 

God. 

T h e  strongest hond. Choosing to  make  a 
bond with God and  trusting in Him  estab- 
lishes a  stronger bond than what we have 

lidfor whui he did. [5221] 
._ 

Donna Arik 

Authorized  English  Version 

Translatcd fram the Onginal 

Rashad Khulifa, Pf1.D. 

Beautiful Paperback, 540 Pages 
Glosraly, Index, Appendices 

English Text Only 

by 

$9.50 

* * * * * * * * * I * *  

Now Available! 

Quran  Translation On Disk 

QT Version 3.0 
For  IBM  Compatible Computers. 

Search capability 
Topic and Help Facilities 

Print Option andmuny  more. 
Available  on two HD 3.5” diskenes  with 
instructions  to  installluse the program. 

Requires 6 MB of hard disk space. 

$7.50 

use  the  following  address for correspondenc 
Prices  include  shipping and handling. Pleas 

ICs I Masjid Tucson 

Tucson, AZ 85733 
P.O. Box 43476 

or call us at (602)  323-7636. 

MORAL RELATIVITY VS. GOD’S LAWS 

Let there  be a communi& ofyou who invite 
to what is good, advocate righteousness, 
und forbid evil. These are the winners. 
[Quran 31041 

1 am an American with Iranian heritage 
who has  been living  in the United  States 
since the age of four. One of the most 
significant aspects  of becoming a submit- 
ter for me was the struggle to come to 
terms with the huge difference between 
the  Western philosophies and culture I 
had  been raised with and  that which I  had 
learned through the Quran. Like it or not, 
the education system, the media, and of 
course, the people you encounter have a 
tremendous  influence  on a  person’s 
thinking, at least on a sub-conscions level. 
When I began attending university three 
years ago, I took advantage of the re- 
sources  around me to help me understand 
and resolve the  internal conflicts which 
had  been occupying my mind. I read the 
classics, the works of great social scieu- 
tists, books on women’s studies, anything 
I could get my hands on. I started to de- 
velop a sense of isolation and  frustration 
as I noticed that most of the intellectuals 
whose books were major influences on 
our present  culture  and ways  of thinking 
seemed  to completely ignore the soul in 
their  research, analyses, and philoso- 
phies. Twentieth century science and the 
reason and rationality behind it found  the 

its side. And so, they just ignored its exis- 
soul a meddlesome and annoying thorn in 

tence. 
In the 188O’s, a philosopher by the name 
of Nietzsche changed the course of mod- 
ern thought when he proclaimed to the 
world that  “God is dead.” With the  bur- 
den  of dealing with God  and  His mysteri- 
ous ways  off their shoulders, the wheels of 
intellectual  thought  began  turning to- 
wards a more  pragmatic  and  rational ap- 
proach to explaining human  nature  and 

whose theories are the basis of modern 
man’s social structure. Sigmund Freud, 

pop-psychology,  was a great  fan of 
Nietzsche.  Psychology became  a  science 
where  all  aspects of human  behavior 
would be understood and explained by 
man  himself. The physical and mental re- 
gions of our mind would supposedly pro- 
vide all the answers to the mysteries of 
human behavior. The soul and  God  did 

not fit into  the equation very  well, and so, 
theyweresimplydisregarded.Nietwche’s 
“discovery” that  God no longer existed 
brought about  a revolution in how  we 
dealt with morality, ethics, and values. 
Without a God, there was no longer any 
absolute truth. Without truth,  there was 
no good or evil. Without evil, there was no 
Satan. Everything became relative. We 
entered  a  period where nothing was black 
or white, but rather, various shades of 
gray. The way we were educated,  the way 
social issues were dealt with, and the way 
standards  were set in society were all be- 
coming  very  vague and unstable. Without 
a social base of  truth to rest upon, our 
society began to collapse. 
The primary building block of any social 
structure is the family. The family begins 
with  two: a man and a woman. Therefore, 
how the initial pair  create their bond will 
manifest the growth and development of 
the family structure as well as the social 
structure. Unfortunately, when Nietzsche 
destroyed God  and absolute truth, he also 

love and commitment. Without the shack- 
destroyed the concept of unconditional 

les of religion to get in the way, so to 
speak, contemporary society proclaimed 
a new breed of sexual freedom never be- 
fore  prcsent so visibly in man’s  history. 
Although there have been  periods of 
great sexual promiscuity in the past, our 
modern media magnifies the impact it has 
on the society in a way that was not possi- 
ble before. The sixties and  the women’s 
movement just  made this sexual freedom 
more  equal among the genders.  Ironi- 
cally,  however, the outcome of women’s 
sexual liberation only made it easier for 
men to get what they wanted from women 
while devaluing the woman’s worth at the 
same time. 
Today in society, a lot of issues deal with 
the idea of sex, yet none of the issues deal 
withthequestionofthemoralityofsexual 
activity out of a marriage. AII we talk 

venereal disease (VD), and  teenage preg- 
about is abortions, contraceptives, AIDS, 

nancy,  all physical by-products of our 
society’s obsession. Where would Oprah 

misery, and wasted energies  that they 
or Donahue  be without all the problems, 

present on their talkshows? What amazes 
me is the amount of money and time ded- 

wide variety of social problems facing our 
icated to informing the public  about  the 

nation, yet so little is done to prevent 
these problems from occurring in the fust 
place. But, let us remind ourselves that 
school teachers, politicians, and opinion 
leaders  are afraid to take a stand for 
things such as abstinence from sex, saying 
no to alcohol, and obeying God’s  laws in 
a society where there is no tolerance for 
people with firm  and absolute beliefs. In 
other words, free speech is encouraged as 
long as what  you  say has no spiritual, reli- 
gious, or absolute morality connected to 
it. It is okay if you sit in class and expose 
in minute detail your physical urges as a 
homosexual, but God forbid you speak up 
about  God or morality! After all,  nobody 
likes a  party  pooper. 
It is sad for me to observe my peers strug- 
gle through unnecessary hardships be- 
cause they  insist upon having casual sex, 
drinking, and focusing all their attention 
on how to gain the most pleasure in this 
life with the least amount of pain. When 
bad things happen  to them, like getting in 
a wreck due to drunk driving, or getting 
pregnant, they do not look at their actions 
to  see what  they did wrong. Instead, they 
only reconfirm in their own minds how 
unjust God is and how they are just vic- 
tims of society. 
I have presented just one example of how 
disregarding the existence of God and our 
soul is destroying a potentially wonderful 

wonder why the  US. workers are so un- 
civilization.  When  economic  analysts 

behind, and why top research positions 
productive,why our students are falling 

them  that it is hard  to have an efficient and 
are held by foreigners, we should remind 

so wapped up in their personal prob- 
productive community when  everyone is 

lems. Which brings me back to  a single 
pair: a man and  a woman.  An act as seem- 
ingly insignificant as casual sexcan addup 
to the decline of an entire civilization. I 

observe the  consequences  around  me 
am not being dramatic. I just have eyes to 

know ourselves. Thus, we should take 
every  day. God knows us better than we 

heed of even the most seemingly trite or 
irrelevant commandments in the Quran, 
because they are actually very profound 
words of guidance from God. 

Parisa  Pumian 


